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• Temperature and gear type seem to be biggest factors

• Increases in mortality have been observed during summer 
months (40 – 83% in summer vs. 0-21% in spring)

• Proportion of Stripers lost estimated based on temperature 
and release rates of many different lakes 

 (Including Smith Mountain)



Bettinger and Wilde 2013



SML, VA Lake Murray, SC
Avg. Depth (ft) 115 46
Max Depth (ft) 220 200
Surface Area (Acres) 20480 48432
Summer Surface 
Temperature (°C)

25 - 27 24 - 29

DO below thermocline Oxygenated Anoxic in summer



Donovan 2007

• First hypothesized by Coutant in 1985
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